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The Year .n REVIEW

Asalamu Alaikum Wa Rahmatullahi Wa Barakatu,

On behalf of the Boston Islamic Seminary, | would like to thank you for a
tremendous inaugural year for our growing institution! We are grateful for your
support as we start this long journey towards building a world-class institution
of higher education. May Allah (SWT) reward you greatly in this life and in the
Hereafter for being part of this exciting project.

We launched the Seminary initiative with a broad vision of training Muslim
leaders for the American context. Like you, we are familiar with the challenges of
finding leaders for our institutions who understand the depth of the Islamic
tradition and can speak to the cultural, social, and political issues unique to our
community. Institutions like the Boston Islamic Seminary that blend training in
sacred text and cultural context are essential for ensuring the long-term success
of our masajid and other organizations, and ultimately for the success of Islam in
America. Muslim leaders can make an impact throughout society, and we look
forward to launching programs to increase the understanding of Islam among
people of all educational and even differing faith backgrounds.

Our plan for the Seminary includes two academic programs: Continuing
Education and the full-time Graduate Program. We launched our Continuing
Education program in the fall of 2016, and used this first year of operations as a
time to experiment with the ideal formatting and scheduling for our classes.
More information about our academic programs is available in this report.

The 2016-2017 year was also a time for significant investment in research and
planning. We analyzed the Seminary's need for space, built relationships, and
interviewed leaders at other seminaries in Greater Boston and beyond to discuss
strategies to begin our work. In addition, we reviewed research conducted by the
Whitestone Foundation and select doctoral students regarding the need for a
seminary like ours. We also surveyed the community’s needs and level of
awareness about the Seminary’s current offerings.

We have made two changes to the Seminary’s plans as a result of this research.
First, we are prioritizing the development of the academic programs and putting
aside the construction of the new wing of the ISBCC as part of this project.
Instead, we will search for appropriate facilities to house the Seminary as
needed. Second, we will delay the start of the Graduate Program until 2019 to
ensure that we have adequately developed the curriculum and gained the
support required for the program to succeed.

This year we were also excited to welcome Dr. Tariq Ramadan onto our Board of
Directors. With Dr. Ramadan’s involvement we hope to make quick strides
forward in the coming months, insha’Allah:

Alhamdulillah, we made significant progress during this first year of operations,
and are excited about the road ahead. With the help of Allah (SWT) and your
contribution, we look forward to achieving our dream of creating a world-class
Islamic academic institution in America.

Thank You,

Salma Kazmi
Executive Director
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Introducing the Seminary

The Boston Islamic Seminary is an academic institution for religious education. We train men and women in the tradi-
tional Islamic sciences, our contemporary intellectual, social, and cultural context, and in the skills
required for leadership in American Muslim communities.

We aim to embody and inculcate a holistic Islamic ethos that values the purposeful acquisition of knowledge as well
as humility, integrity, and sacrifice in the service of God and humanity. Further, we hope to transform our students
through spiritual discipline and the highest caliber of scholarly engagement with the Islamic

intellectual tradition and with the thought, culture, and legal frameworks that define Western civilization.

In the fall of 2016, we launched the inaugural semester of our Continuing Education Program, which will serve adult
learners of all backgrounds, offering courses that encourage students to engage with the Qur'an and the Prophetic
Sunnah, engage with the Islamic scholarly tradition, engage with our contemporary

context, and engage with one another.

03

SEMINARY

{au BOSTON
(J
\::;;) ISLAMIC

Continuity

The Boston Islamic Seminary is
committed to the authentic,
balanced spiritual and intellectual
heritage of Islam, deeply rooted in
the compassionate teachings and
wisdom of the Qur'an and the
Prophet Muhammad (p.b.u.h.). We
pledge to uphold the Islamic duties
of submission to God and service to
humanity, anchored in the teaching
that only through righteous action
towards others is one’s faith
complete.

Relevance

The Seminary is committed to the
search for principled Islamic solutions
to the particular challenges facing
Muslims in their families,
communities, and broader cultural
environment. We further seek to build
upon and develop the many areas of
overlap between American and
Islamic values and principles.

Responsiveness

The Seminary seeks to train
competent Muslim leaders who
have the knowledge and skills to
help communities navigate new
issues and unforeseen
circumstances with wisdom,
integrity, and compassion. We are
committed to facilitating peaceful
dialogue and dignified human
interaction, as well as promoting
the Islamic imperative of being
good stewards of the earth.
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Continuing Education Update

The year 2016 witnessed the start of the Boston Islamic Seminary's first academic program. By the grace of Allah (SWT), we
held three classes in the fall of 2016 and four in the spring of 2017, each taught by top-notch professors. We explored topics
that we believe complemented the good work of our existing institutions through courses such as: Contemporary Quranic
Education; Women in the Qur'an; Islam in America; and Islam, Race, and Power—working towards our vision of educating
students on issues relevant to our contemporary context. In our first year, our enrollment increased from 40 students in the
fall to over 80 students in the spring. Further, we were able to offer financial aid to every student who applied for it and we
look forward to continuing to ensure that the Seminary is accessible to students of all backgrounds. Some of our classes
were attended by people of other faiths who greatly appreciated the ability to learn more about Islam. This year, as we
sought to find approaches that best served our students, we experimented with classes of different lengths and formats, in-
cluding piloting a “mini” class at the Islamic Center of Boston in Wayland. In the upcoming Fall 2017 semester, we hope to
introduce other formats, including a shorter workshop style.

In the upcoming 2017-2018 academic year, we intend to develop partnerships with local colleges and mosques to increase
the accessibility of our classes to a broader spectrum of students. We are also looking forward to launching online classes in
the spring of 2018, insha'Allah.

We are immensely grateful for our instructors and our students who have made the inaugural year of the Boston Islamic
Seminary a success!

Graduate Program Update

In the summer of 2016, we welcomed Dr. Basyouny Nehela to the Seminary as our Dean of Academic Affairs. Alhamdulillah,
many of us know Dr. Nehela from his nearly fifteen years of service to the Muslim community throughout Greater Boston. Dr.
Nehela holds both a Master’s degree and a Ph.D. from Al-Azhar University and has most recently been teaching at Qatar
University.

Under Dr. Nehela's guidance, and the contributions of other team members such as Dr. Sharif El-Tobgui of Brandeis
University, the Seminary has developed an intensive curriculum for our future Graduate Program, including a balance of
study in sacred texts, contemporary context, and practical skill building. The program offers three specialization tracksin: (a)
Islamic Leadership and Spirituality; (b) Counseling and Arbitration; and (c) Outreach and Da‘wa.

Our future plans also include the development of a second Master's degree which will explore the intersection of Islam and
contemporary thought. The details of this program are still under discussion.

To prepare for a full launch of the Graduate Program in 2019, we are continuing an in-depth review of the curriculum with
notable scholars and academics, drawing from a wide range of experiences. We will also continue to research and prepare
ourselves for the accreditation process.
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FALL 2016

Sciences of the Qur'an
Dr. Suheil Laher

Islam in America
Dr. Martin Nguyen

Islam in Modernity
Ustadh Rushain Abbasi
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SPRING 2017

Sciences of Hadith
Dr. Suheil Laher

Islam, Race, & Power
Dr. Martin Nguyen

Women of the Qur'an
Ustadha Celene Ibrahim

Qur'anic Contemporary Education
Dr. Basyouny Nehela

LECTURES

Knowledge Trumps Ignorance
Dr. Tariqg Ramadan

Islamic Finance
Dr. Yahia Abdul-Rahman

Islamic Bioethics
Dr. Abdullah Aljoudi

Sisters’ Gathering
Dr. Safia Zagloul

“

CONFERENCES

Islam in America
Dr. Mohamed Abutaleb
Dr. Suheil Laher

Dr. Martin Nguyen
Ustadha Celene Ibrahim
Ustadh Rushain Abbasi

Charting Your Journey
Ustadh Ubaydullah Evans
Dr. Basyouny Nehela
Shaykh Yasir Fahmy
Hajji Noor Deen
08



Dr. Suheil Laher

Sciences of the Qur’an, Fall 2016
Sciences of Hadith, Spring 2017

Dr. Suheil Laher serves as Academic Dean at Fawakih, a
language institute for Qur'anic and Classical Arabic. He
has been a tafsir and tajwid instructor at Fawakih since
2010 and has recently conducted a complete overhaul of
Fawakih's six-year Qur'anic Arabic curriculum. After
studying electrical engineering at MIT, he earned an M.A.
in Religious Studies from Boston University and a Ph.D.
in Islamic Studies from Harvard University. He has
previously taught Arabic at Harvard, Brandeis, and
Boston University. He has benefited from a number of
teachers of the traditional Islamic disciplines, both in
the U.S. and abroad, and has ijazas in Islamic theology
(‘agida), law (figh), hadith, and other subjects. He has
taught ‘agida courses at the Ella Collins Institute and the
Bukhari Institute. He also has extensive experience
working with youth, gained through his service as
part-time Muslim chaplain at MIT from 1998 to 2014.

Dr. Martin Nguyen
Islam in America, Fall 2016
Islam, Race, & Power, Spring 2017

Dr. Martin Nguyen is Associate Professor of Islamic
Studies and the Faculty Chair for Diversity at Fairfield
University in Connecticut. Born and raised in Richmond,
Virginia, he began his academic career at the University
of Virginia, where he obtained his B.A. in history and
religious studies. He went on to pursue a Masters of
Theological Studies at Harvard Divinity School and then
obtained his Ph.D. in 2009 from Harvard University's
Center for Middle Eastern Studies. In addition to his
book, Sufi Master and Qur'an Scholar: Aba’l-Qasim
al-Qushayri and the Latd'if al-Isharat (Oxford University
Press, 2012), he has published a humber of articles and
book chapters on the Qur'an and its interpretation,
Muslim theology, and Islamic spirituality.

Ustadha Celene Ibrahim
Women of the Qur’an, Spring 2017

Ustadha Celene Ibrahim teaches Islamic Studies and has
co-directed the Center for Inter-Religious and Communal
Leadership Education [CIRCLE], a premiere global hub for
interreligious studies at Andover Newton Theological School
and Hebrew College. She has published widely on themes
ranging from Muslim feminist theology to Islamic leadership
in North America. Ustadha Celene currently serves as
Muslim chaplain for Tufts University. She holds a Master's
degree in Women'’s and Gender Studies and Near Eastern
and Judaic Studies from Brandies University, a Masters of
Divinity from Harvard Divinity School, and a Bachelor's
degree in Near Eastern Studies with highest honors from
Princeton University. She is currently completing a Ph.D. in
Arabic and Islamic Civilizations at Brandeis.

Dr. Basyouny Nehela

Qur'anic Contemporary Education, Spring 2017

Dr. Basyouny Nehela is Assistant Professor of Islamic Studies,
Foundations of Religion, and Islamic Culture at Qatar
University, Islamic American University, and Al-Azhar
University. He teaches courses ranging from Principles of
Thematic Exegesis, Philosophy of Sira, Islamic Creed,
Methodology of Da‘wa, Ethics, Comparative Religions,
Islamic Jurisprudence, and Islamic History. He earned his
Master's degree in the Foundations of Religion from
Al-Azhar University in Cairo, where he proceeded to
complete a Ph.D. in Islamic Culture and Da‘wa. Dr. Nehela
has authored three books and over 40 articles during his
academic career. He also tirelessly served the Boston Muslim
community as imam of the Islamic Society of Boston from
1997 to 2011. Dr. Nehela currently serves as Dean of Academic
Affairs at the Boston Islamic Seminary.

Ustadh Rushain Abbasi

Islam in Modernity, Fall 2016

Ustadh Rushain Abbasi is a doctoral candidate in the
Department of Near Eastern Languages & Civilizations at
Harvard University. His research interests include the
development of Islamic thought in the post-classical and
modern periods, the politics of the Muslim world, and
contemporary issues in the philosophy of religion more
broadly. He has studied Arabic and classical Islamic texts in
Jordan and Turkey and continues his traditional studies with
various teachers across the United States.
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Fall 2016 20
3 Classes 41 Students Students Offered Financial Aid

Spring 2017

85 Students

45% 55%

4 Classes Male Students / Female Students

Student Body

In our first year, our enroliment increased from 40 students in the fall to over 80 students in the spring. Further, we
were able to offer financial aid to every student who applied and we look forward to ensuring that the Seminary
is accessible to students of all backgrounds. Some of our classes were attended by people of other faiths who
greatly appreciated the ability to learn more about Islam. Our student body includes people of all backgrounds,
from college undergraduates to seasoned professionals, Imams and people with little religious knowledge and
people of other faiths.

Student Advisory Board

In the spring of 2017, we launched a Student Advisory Board for the Seminary, seeking to engage students in
shaping the future of the Seminary and ensuring that the institution will serve the student population of Greater
Boston. The Student Advisory Board, which is headed by Efe Akengin from MIT and Omar Khoshafa from Harvard,
plans to help the Seminary in the areas of outreach, academics, strategy, partnerships, community building,
programming, and fundraising. To get involved with the Student Advisory Board, please e-mail:
studentadvisors@bostonislamicseminary.org.

Accreditation

In the fall of 2016, the Seminary continued its research into the accreditation process by attending a planning
workshop offered by the New England Association of Schools and Colleges (NEASC). The workshop provided
important insights into the accreditation process for institutions of higher education and the opportunity to ask
critical questions regarding what will be required of us in the coming years.
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On March 31, 2017, we were pleased to host Dr. Tarig Ramadan for a lecture at the ISBCC. The event brought
together over 1,000 people and was livestreamed both on the Boston Islamic Seminary’'s and Dr. Ramadan'’s
Facebook pages, ultimately reaching over 50,000 views online. During his presentation, Dr. Ramadan talked
about the importance of institutions like the Boston Islamic Seminary and about his interest in collaborating with
the Seminary on future programs.

Prior to the event in Boston, Dr. Ramadan had spoken to Dr. Basyouny Nehela in depth about the Seminary project
and vision. As a result of these earlier meetings, his experience visiting the Seminary, and additional conversations,
Dr. Ramadan has agreed to join our Board of Directors. Alhamdulillah, we believe this will strengthen the
Seminary'’s leadership and will, insha’Allah, help us continue to attract top-notch scholars to achieve our vision of
establishing a world-renowned institution of Islamic education in Boston.

-I ,O 0 0+ Attendees 50'0 00+ Facebook Views

| am very happ

to join the board of the
Boston Islamic Seminar




Opening Celebration
September 18, 2016

We commemorated our first year of
classes at the Seminary with an
Opening Celebration on September
18, 2016. Alhamdulillah, nearly 300
guests helped us mark the occasion
with lectures by Dr. Basyouny
Nehela and Ust. Ubaydullah Evans,
in addition to a demonstration by
world-renowned master
calligrapher, Hajji Noor Deen.
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May Symposium
May 21, 2016

The Boston Islamic Seminary
hosted its Inaugural Symposium
introducing the community to the
project and to our Continuing
Education instructors. The theme
of the symposium was ‘“Islam in
America: Rooting Our Narratives
and Nourishing Our Futures” and
featured a keynote address by
Imam Dr. Mohammed Abu Taleb.
The symposium also gave
participants a chance to preview
the courses offered in the inaugural
fall semester.

Student Socials
Fall & Spring Semesters

Each semester, the students of
the Boston Islamic Seminary
gather for ice cream, pizza,
and a chance to meet each
other. These events are an
opportunity to build a sense of
community in a relaxed
environment and to socialize
outside the classroom setting.

Shaykh Zaid Shakir Dr. Jamal Badawi

/Igln. //%r

Ustadh Ubaydullah Evans

Ustadh AbdelRehman Murphy

Dr. Basyouny Nehela

Dr. Yahia Abdul-Rahman Dr. Suzy Ismail
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Imam Siraj Wahhaj
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Cardinal O'Malley Visit From Selma to Salma
February 2, 2017 May 10, 2017

Several leaders from the Muslim community, including Cooperative Metropolitan Ministries honored Sr.
Boston Islamic Seminary's Executive Director Salma Salma Kazmi with the Martin Luther King Jr. Young
Kazmi, Instructor Celene Ibrahim, and Core Team Leader's Award for the outstanding work she has
member Nabeel Khudairi were invited to attend a done as Executive Director of the Boston Islamic
meeting with Cardinal O'Malley at the Catholic Seminary. This award recognizes individuals and
Cathedral in Boston. Police Commissioner Bill Evans, groups who embody and enact Dr. King's vision of
Mayor Marty Walsh, and Governor Charlie Baker were the “beloved community.” The award ceremony was
also in attendance to discuss how the people and attended by interfaith leaders from across the
elected officials of Boston can be supportive of the Greater Boston area.

Muslim community in the current political climate.

facebook You{l) Instagram noodle

This year, the Seminary has invested considerable effort into establishing an online presence by developing our
website and investing in key social media platforms, including Facebook, YouTube, and Instagram. In addition to the
education we provide through in-person programming, our social media channels allow us to provide free content to
subscribers and connect to a wider audience. Our Spiritual Sundays videos are such an example. Each video features
one of our instructors speaking on a topic of interest, ranging from women in the Qur'an, to preparing for Ramadan,
to tazkiyat al-nafs (purification of the soul).

We also launched a learning management system (LMS) to facilitate communications between instructors and

students in class. Every class is videotaped and made available to students who may have missed a class session, and
the LMS allows for collaboration outside of class hours.
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2016 Income 2016 Expenses

Ticket Sales Investment
Income

Academic
Programs
34%

Donations
89%

Donations $276,248 Academic Programs $150,136
Tuition $20,273 Admin & Information Technology $93162
Investment Income $10.,433 Development $87,053
Ticket Sales $3.212 Marketing, Outreach & PR $72.110
Total Revenue $310,166 Strategy & Professional Fees $43174
Total Expenses $445,635

In this startup year, we made significant investments to launch our programs. This included hiring new staff, and
developing our strategy, brand and marketing materials that were used for both student recruitment as well as
fundraising. We have also worked hard this year to help familiarize the Muslim community with a project that is
unlike any we have undertaken before, and to help donors understand the value of shifting our focus to think
about our community’s long-term needs. Alhamdulillah we have approached some overseas foundations with
the capacity to make major contributions to this project, and these relationships are being developed slowly.
Alhamdulillah as a result of savings from prior years, we had funds on hand to cover operations for 2016.




Dr. Tarig Ramadan

Dr. Tarig Ramadan is Professor of Contemporary Islamic
Studies at Oxford University, teaching in both the
Faculty of Oriental Studies and the Faculty of Theology
and Religion. He is Senior Research Fellow at St Antony’s
College (Oxford) and Doshisha University (Kyoto, Japan),
Visiting Professor at the Faculty of Islamic Studies
(Qatar), Director of the Research Centre of Islamic
Legislation and Ethics (CILE) (Doha, Qatar), President of
the think tank European Muslim Network (EMN)
(Brussels), and a member of the International Union of
Muslim Scholars.

Dr. Hassan El-Alami

Dr. Hassan El-Alami is the current board president of
MAS Boston and works as a Blood Bank Supervisor at
South Shore Hospital. He holds a Bachelor of Science
from Kuwait University, a Masters in Medical Technology
from SUNY Buffalo in New York, and a Ph.D. in Health
Care Education from Simmons College, Boston. He is the
Director of Al-Basha'er Islamic School and President of
Al-Huda Society. Dr. El-Alami has three decades of
experience in building and leading several successful
local and national organizations, including the Boston
Islamic Seminary, ISB, ISBCC, Al-Huda Society, Malik
Academy, and others.

Anwar Kazmi

Anwar Kazmi holds a Bachelor's degree from Karachi
University and a Masters from MIT. He is the President
and CEO of DAA Enterprises, a company that develops
software for independent pharmacies. Br. Anwar has
been an active member of the Boston Muslim
community for over thirty years, supporting the
development of numerous institutions and advancing
humanitarian causes both in the U.S. and abroad.

Dr. Sharif ElI-Tobgui

Dr. Sharif El-Tobgui holds a B.S. in Arabic Language
from Georgetown University and a Masters and Ph.D. in
Islamic Studies from McGill University (Montreal). He
currently serves as Assistant Professor of Arabic &
Islamic Studies, and Director of the Arabic Language
Program at Brandeis University. He previously taught
Arabic at Harvard University (2004-2009), as well as at
the Middlebury College Summer Arabic Language
School. Prof. El-Tobgui’'s scholarly expertise lies in the
field of Islamic thought, with a special concentration
on theology, jurisprudence, and language.

Amr El-Moselhy

Amr El-Moselhy is a senior manager in the
management consulting field. He advises global
companies on matters related to strategy,
organizational design, and operational effectiveness.
He has interest in non-profit Islamic institutions,
currently serving as an advisor to several of them. Br.
Amr holds a Bachelor's degree in Electrical
Engineering and a Masters in Business Administration.

Hossam AlJabri

Hossam AlJabri holds a B.S. in Engineering, an M.S. in
Computer Information Systems, a Masters in Business
Administration, and a Certificate of Nonprofit Strategic
Management from Harvard. He currently works as
Chief Architect for Devising Business Technology
Strategy in the financial industry. Br. Hossam is a
frequent lecturer on topics including: Christian-Muslim
relations, Understanding Islam, Challenges Facing
Muslim Youth, and other faith-related topics.

Salma Kazmi
Executive Director

Salma Kazmi holds a B.A. from Wellesley College, a
Graduate Certificate in Islam and Christian-Muslim
Relations from Hartford Seminary, and a Master's
degree from Harvard Divinity School. After a career in
the corporate world, Sr. Salma served as the
Associate Director of the Islamic Society of Boston
Cultural Center. She has taught in the Department of
Religion at Merrimack College as well as at the
Boston University School of Theology, where she
co-directed the Center for Religion and Conflict
Transformation. Sr. Salma currently serves as the
Executive Director of the Boston Islamic Seminary.

Dr. Basyouny Nehela

Dean of Academic Affairs

Dr. Basyouny Nehela is Assistant Professor of Islamic
Studies, Foundations of Religion, and Islamic Culture
at Qatar University, Islamic American University, and
Al-Azhar University. He teaches courses ranging from
Principles of Thematic Exegesis, Philosophy of Sira,
Islamic Creed, Methodology of Da'wa, Ethics,
Comparative Religions, Islamic Jurisprudence, and
Islamic History. He earned his Master’'s degree in the
Foundations of Religion from Al-Azhar University in
Cairo, where he proceeded to complete a Ph.D. in
Islamic Culture and Da'wa. Dr. Nehela has authored
three books and over 40 articles during his academic
career. He also tirelessly served the Boston Muslim
community as imam of the Islamic Society of Boston
from 1997 to 2011. Dr. Nehela currently serves as Dean
of Academic Affairs at the Boston Islamic Seminary.

Sawsan Berjawi
Academic Administrator

Sawsan Berjawi has been an accomplished
teacher and principal for faith-based, nonprofit,
national and international schools for almost 25
years. She holds a Master’s degree in International
Relations and Administration from Boston
University as well as a Masters of Education in
Principal Leadership from Wheelock College. Sr.
Sawsan has served as a member of several
accreditation teams for the New England
Association of Schools and Colleges (NEASC) to
accredit schools in Boston, Connecticut, and
Dubai. She joined the Boston Islamic Seminary in
January 2016 as the Academic Administrator, and
also works at Clark University as Manager of
Student Services and Academic Affairs.

and
Said Elkatta
Sijauddin Khalifa

Our Key Volunteers

Eman Morgan

Hajjah Kamara

Jennifer Trickett Khudairi

Dr. Khaled Yehia

Loay Assaf

Mohammad Abderrazzaq
Mohammed Haque

Dr. Nabeel Khudairi

Dr. Nancy Khalil 22
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