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Course Description:
This course explores a comprehensive analysis of the word “Umma” in the Quran and Prophetic
Sunna in order to activate the concept in the modern period. Half the course is dedicated to a
detailed analysis of the word umma in the Quran. First, Meccan verses of the Quran mentioning
the word umma will be analyzed through the lens of four Quranic tafāsīr to determine the
conceptual meaning of the word. Then, Medinan Quranic verses will be analyzed to understand
the more particular meaning of the word. After the Quranic study, the concept will be analyzed
in the prophetic Sunna through the socio-political document “the Medina Constitution” which
organized the first umma in Islamic history uniting Muslims and Jews. The aim of the latter
ideological and historical study is to have enough material to consequently explore how the
Quran sees the function of the umma in the political sphere. This will be done comparatively
through studies in philosophy (Aristotle) and political science. How to activate the meanings of
khalīfa, practice of shūra and sharīʿa to achieve an umma wasaṭ. Is the Quranic umma composed
only of Muslims? What is the meaning of justice in such an umma? What is the difference
between umma and the modern nation state? Can the umma provide an alternative model to the
nation state, both at a local and global level? What is the relationship between the umma and
political power? The course will explore and discuss the latter questions and more ideas pertinent
to the meaning and practice of citizenship, not only for Muslims but globally.

Book:
Dissertation: A Conceptual Analysis of “Umma” in the Quran & Sunna and the Aristotelian
Polis. Indiana University, 2012.

Grading
Active Participation- KWLS chart
In-Class presentation
Final Exam

50 points
20 points
30 points
Total 100 points

Requirements:
1. KWLS charts: This should be the most “fun” and “personal” part of this course as well
as a great aiding tool for your study and organization of course material. The vast
majority of students come to class with preconceptions about Islamic concepts based on
culture or media. This class exercise will help you decipher what you previously know
from what you will learn in the course. This will not only help your learning process but
will tremendously open up your world view and enhance your personal growth. KWLS
stands for (what you Know, what you Want to know, what you Learned, what Surprises
you). Each time we discuss a new reading, you will fill out this chart: A- Before reading
the class reading, you will write down what you know about that topic and what you
would like to know about it; B- After reading your assigned reading and attending the
class, you will fill out what you have learned from L1: reading, L2: the class session, and
what surprised you! These charts will be filled out, partly at home and partly in class and
count as your class participation. They will be graded and returned to you so that you
monitor your learning experience & progress as well as how your perspectives are
changing. In order to fill out these charts, you are required to read the material (BEFORE
class), fill out the first three portions of the chart at home (what you know, what you want
to know, what you learned from the reading), then after attending the class session, in the
last 10 minutes of class you will fill out the second portion (what you learned from class
session and what surprises you)- alternatively you can fill out these sections during the
class session (basically your notes). Then you hand in the chart to your instructor to be
graded. These charts have to be handed in class, late charts will not be accepted.
2. In-class presentation:
Students will make a 10 min in-class presentation about the assigned reading of that
section in a specific day. A presentation schedule will be assigned on the first day of class.
A presentation discusses the main arguments articulated by the author (at least 5 main
arguments). The presentation ends with few questions directed to the class which open up
the floor for discussion. You should discuss ideas that triggered your thought or changed
your perspective about a specific issue. In addition to your own reflection about these
arguments, students must be prepared to field questions about their presentations from the
professor and their peers. The presentation should be in PowerPoint format.
You can be as creative as you want; you can use pictures or specific provoking questions.
Students usually present ONCE during the course duration.
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